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The Saudi Organization for Certified Public Ac-
countants is chosen among the world's top 16
professional organizations.

than 19 thousand members. We tend, through the connections and skills avail-
able with us, to lead the accounting and auditing profession and supervision
of same in Saudi Arabia. We also seek to provide all related parties with the
requirements to attain a vision and deep understand of this profession.

SOCPA has plans and programs to train personnel on the Zakat and tax ac-
counting profession according to the highest standards. SOCPA conducted

18 courses in the value-added tax (VAT) attended by 355 trainees. SOCPA also
conducted 6 courses for VAT specialist attended by 428 trainees. Further,
SOCPA recently launched a test for VAT specialist certificate. The purpose is

to measure the competence of the applicants and extent of their theoretical
knowledge along with the necessary skills and ability to apply the same. The
applicant is also taught on how to take up the professional responsibility and
the duties related to such responsibilities. Two tests were conducted to VAT
specialists attended by 575 male and female applicants. VAT certificate was
obtained by 291 male and female accountants including some from the GCC
countries. An accountant from Bahrain and another from Kuwait got the certifi-
cate. Such programs and certificates reflect SOCPA appreciation and respect to
the economic sector inside and outside Saudi Arabia. this is no wonder given
the prominent position of Saudi Arabia.

Do you have cooperation with similar organizations regionally and
globally in terms of training, consultation, research work and profes-
sional studies related to the accounting and auditing profession?

Yes we have, Aside from the achievements made locally, the SOCPA is seeking
to achieve its objectives, SOCPA made some achievements on the internal
level the first of which was recognizing SOCPA as a main member in the Inter-
national Union of Public Accountants. This was followed by the selection of the
SOCPA among the world’s top 16 professional organization with expertise in
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the accounting and auditing profession.
The International Union for Public Ac-
countants chose the SOCPA as reference
which its expertise can be utilized to
develop the accounting and auditing pro-
fession. SOCPA is also an active member
of a group of international committees.
SOCPA always seeks to make its represen-
tatives present and actively participate in
encounters and events such as:

Meeting of the consultation com-
mittee for Islamic funding of the
International Accounting Standards
Council.

Meetings of the Accounting Council
of the Accounting and Auditing
Organization for Islamic Financial
Institutions.

Meetings of the emerging econo-
mies group of the International
Accounting Standards Council.
Meeting of the international stan-
dards group.

Meeting of the international stan-
dards group in Asia and Oceania.



Objectives of the system of Chartered Accountants

Organize courses for Lay down the necessary rules for acquisi- Review, develop and Review, develop and
continuous profes- tion of the fellowship certificate provided approve the auditing approve the account-
sional education. however that it includes the scientific. standards. ing standards.

Develop the appropriate organiza-
tion for field control to ensure that and studies on ac-
the chartered accountant applies the counting, auditing and

Prepare research work Issue updates, books and Take part in symposiums and local
publications on account- and international committees

ing and auditing topics. pertaining to the accounting and

standards of accounting and auditing related matters.
along with compliance with the pro-
visions and regulations of such Law.

SOCPA acts responsibility to achieve the interests of its members and the inter-
ests of the society properly. SOCPA works honestly to create effective engage-
ments with all the professional organizations and communities all over the
world to reach professional, technical and moral criteria that involve maximum
limit of quality.

How do you consider the level of cooperation with the General Au-
thority of Zakat and Tax (GAZT)? And what is the type and shape of
the cooperation between you?

Our relationship with the General Authority of Zakat and Tax (GAZT) is a solid
and continuous professional relationship. Several memorandums of under-
standing had been signed to allow each party benefit from the other in terms
of expertise exchange and realization of the interest of the profession and its
holders in Saudi Arabia. It is appropriate there to state some aspects included
in the agreement such as cooperation in the fields of consultations, research
work, and professional studies related to the Zakat and tax accounting profes-
sion. In addition, SOCPA helped in a number of large corporations to check
their preparedness and the readiness of its accounting systems to apply the
value-added tax. This is because SOCPA has experience and professionalism
and tendency to apply the best methods for inspection of large corporations
and ensure that they understand the taxation system. The cooperation also
included training of young persons on the Zakat and tax accounting in the
public and private sectors. SOCPA shall instruct the chartered accountant of-
fice, in collaboration with the General Authority of Zakat and Tax (GAZT), to
provide the required information or date for the inspection works carried out by
SOCPA upon study of a file of a tax-payer registered as its end, and to enable its
personnel to access the files of customers at the chartered accountant offices.
The purpose is to liaise between the work files of the office and the books

and accounts to be inspected for a tax-payer, and also to coordinate between
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auditing profession.

the two parties in case any comments
emerge about an accounting office and
work together to conduct the inspection
to such office.

SOCPA has a large membership, Do
you have plans and programs to
train the personnel to practice the
Zakat and tax accounting profession
in the public and private sectors?

To be honest with you, SOCPA members
don’t’ represent a large group if com-
pared to those exercising the profession.
However, |

believe their number will double after the
application of the professional registra-
tion. Here, | would like to explain that

the membership of the SOCPA consists
of main members (practitioner and non-
practitioner). The practicing members,
who are licensed to practice the chartered
accountant profession account for 346
accountants; while the number of non-
practicing members 409 accountant and
the latter are those who obtained the
fellowship and applied to the SOCPA for
membership. The number of members
belonging to SOCPA account for more
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Secretary-General of the Saudi Organization
for Certified Public Accountants (SOCPA):

Dr. Ahmed bin Abdullah
Al-Moghames:

Our relationship with the General Authority
of Zakat and Tax (GAZT) is a solid and on-
going professional relationship.

Dr. Ahmed Abdullah Al-Maghamsi, Secretary-General of the Saudi Organization for Certificated Public Ac-
countants (SOCPA) ascertained that their relationship with the General Authority of Zakat and Tax (GAZT)
is a solid and on-going professional relationship. Several numerous memorandums of understanding

had been signed to enable each party to benefit from the other party in terms of expertise exchange and
realization of the interest of the profession and its holders in the Kingdom. Dr. Al-Maghamsi lauded the
agreement and the cooperation it incorporates in the field of consultation, research work and professional
studies related to the profession of Zakat and taxation. SOCPA helped in numerous large corporations to
ensure their preparedness and the readiness of their accounting systems for application the value-added
tax (VAT).

The “Zakat & Tax” Magazine interviewed the Secretary General of the Saudi Organization for Certificated
Public Accountants (SOCPA) to shed light on various issues that concern tax-payers, facilities and workers in
the field of accounting, Excerpts as follows:

business and provide them with what it takes to achieve the
economic capabilities that enable their facilities to stay in
business for a long period.

The vision and message of SOCPA is to make the society and

At the outset, could you please tell us about
SOCPA, its vision and message in the society in
general, and the commercial and economic com-

munity in particular?

The Law for Public Accountants issued by Royal Decree #
(m/12), dated 13/5/1412H, entrusted the Saudi Organization
for Certificated Public Accountants (SOCPA) with the duty to
upgrade this profession. SOCPA spares no effort to improve
individuals, establishments and various groups related to
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business community in particular to recognize SOCPA as a
leading entity in Saudi Arabia of the accounting and auditing
profession as well as all financial affairs in a manner that
ensures such society to exercise its business with confidence
and assurance. SOCPA seeks to achieve the goals specified in
the Law for Public Accountants are as follows:

%
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Governor of General Authority of Zakat and

Income Tax (GAZT)

Visits Several (GAZT) Branches during his tour in northern region

HE / Engr. Suhail bin Mohammed Abanmi,
Governor of the General Authority of Zakat
and Tax (GAZT), paid a field visit this week to
the (GAZT) branches at Al-Jawf regions, north-
ern border and Hail where he got acquainted
to the work at cited branches and the efforts
and services being rendered to the facilities.
During the visit, Engr. Abanmi, met with the
managers of the branches and departments
as well as (GAZT) personnel. Discussions
included ways of enhancing the services and
the obstacles facing the tax-payers.

The (GAZT) Governor lauded the efforts of
(GAZT) personnel at all regions and urged
them to double the efforts in order to facilitate
the formalities and transactions of the tax-
payers and customers, and to maximize the
standard of services provided to them.

The visit comes within the context of the

field visits made to pursue the work in the
branches in all regions in the Kingdom, and to
get familiarized with the obstacles facing the
tax-payers, customers and (GAZT) personnel
at cited regions.

With the participation of women's teams for

the first time;

(GAZT) launches field fleet of more than 80 vehicles

The General Authority of Zakat and Tax (GAZT) has supported its field
teams with a fleet of new vehicles with the participation of women's
teams for the first time in the field inspection campaigns. This comes

as continuation to GAZT quest to upgrade the quality of control and to
enhance the performance of the field and inspection personnel.

The decision of the GAZT to involve women in the campaigns and to in-
crease the number of vehicles used in their field works comes as part of
GAZT keenness to boost its filed presence and ensure the processing of
all reports and the performance of all the tasks in the various commercial
sector with the aim of elevating the degree of commitment and ensuring
the integrity of the systems.

It is to be noted that the number of the new vehicles launched by the
GAZT Operations Department accounted for more than 80 vehicles
equipped with technological devices that facilitate reporting and sup-
port operations. The vehicles are also fitted with electronic panels to
document the results of the field inspection teams for pursuit by the
Operation Room.

The General Authority of Zakat and Tax (GAZT) attaches high importance
to the major works of monitoring and inspection in order to raise the
level of tax compliance as well as application of the rules and imple-
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menting regulations. This is aside from the important role being played
by the GAZT to process the reports received from the customers, and to
take part in the field campaigns with the competent authorities.
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The Council of Ministers approves Convention
On Avoidance of Double-Taxation with the UAE

The Council of Ministers decided, in a noon
session presided by the Custodian of the
Two Holy Mosques King Salman bin Abdul
AzGiz Al Saud, on Tuesday 5th February 2019
at Yamama Palace in Riyadh, to approve the
convention between the Saudi government
and United Arab Emirates to avoid double-
taxation.

HE Turki Abdullah Al-Shabanah, the Media
Minister, said in a statement to the Saudi
Arabian News Agency after the session that
the Council of Ministers has discussed sever-
al reports on the developments of events on
the Arab, regional and international levels.
Mr. Shabanah pointed out that the Council
of Ministers decided, at the conclusion of
the session after having reviewed the report
submitted by the Minister of Finance and
Chairman of the General Authority of Zakat
and Tax (GAZT), and decision # (6/19), dated
10/4/1440H of the Shoura Council, has
decided to approve the convention between
the Saudi government and UAE to avoid
double-taxation on income and capital, and
prevent tax evasion.

The General Authority of Zakat and Tax (GAZT) signs
Agreement with “Yusr” to link GAZT with “Murasalat” System

The General Authority of Zakat and Tax (GAZT) and the governmental
electronic transactions program “Yusr”, have concluded a coop-
eration agreement to link (GAZT) with the government electronic
correspondence system “Yusr”. The agreement signing ceremony
took place at Riyadh on Monday 8 Jumada’1 1440 corresponding to
14th January 2019. The event was attended by HE / Engr. Suhail bin
Mohammed Abanmi, Governor of the General Authority of Zakat and
Tax (GAZT) and HE Engr. Ali bin Nasir Al-Aseeri, General Manager of
“Yusr” program, and a number of (GAZT) and “Yusr” personnel.

For (GAZT), the agreement was signed by Engr. Mohammed Al-Hady-
an, General Manager of GAZT Information Technology Department,
and for “Yusr” by “Yusr” General Manager Engr. Ali Al-Aseeri.

“This step comes in line with the orientation of the Saudi govern-
ment to automate the government formalities. Through this agree-
ment, the GAZT shall maximize the efforts to upgrade the digital
transformation and provide distinguished quality electronic services
that meet the expectations of the tax-payers” Mr. Al-Hadyn, said.

For his part, Mr. Al-Aseeri lauded the efforts of the (GAZT) and its
liaison with “Murasalat” system, stating that the program seeks to es-
tablish cooperation with the government entities to enable them to
achieve their set objectives and serve the customers in the Kingdom.
“Yusr program aims to establish intermediate system in accordance
with the best security and technical specifications for exchange of
correspondence between the various government entities while
maintaining confidentiality and reliability” he said; adding that the
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establishment of the “Murasalat” system saves time and effort for
government personnel and improve the work environment and
makes it more secure.

e-Go
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article

Glad Tidings of the New
National Budget

Engr. Suhail bin Mohammed Abanmi

| HE. Governor of The General Authority of

Zakat & Tax (GAZT)

Release of the national budget for 2019 comes as evidence to
our country’s confident orientation towards achieving more
progress and prosperity for the Saudi people. Difficulties shall
be removed, and current and future challenges shall be sur-
mounted under the support and care of our wise-leadership
led by the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King Salman
bin Abdul Aziz, and HRH Prince Mohammed bin Salman bin
Abdul Aziz, the Crown Prince, Deputy Premiere and Minister
of Defense. The Kingdom had formulated and put in place
clear and comprehensive plans and policies for the diversifi-
cation of the sources of income, meeting the Saudi citizens’
expectations and ensuring development in all fields.

During the last few years, the Saudi economy witnessed
quantum leaps and rapid improvement. The announced

state budget indicates the robustness and resilience of our
economy and its high ability to deal with the changes in the

global economy. Saudi Arabia is one of the leading nations
that occupy an important economic position among the
world countries thanks to the policies adopted by the wise-
leadership and its sound management of the state affairs to
allow the Saudi citizens live in prosperity.

The Kingdom is undergoing quality improvement in all areas
of development. The developmental plan engineered by the
wise-leadership under the framework of the ambitious Saudi
2030 Vision is on the right track. All sectors are expected

to contribute to the Vision to take it to the highest level of
achievement, productivity and ingenuity. The intended goal is
to provide a decent life to the Saudi citizens.

We pray that God’s grace is bestowed on the Custodian of the
Two Holy Mosques and HRH the Crown Prince. We also pray
that our dear homeland becomes more prosperous, peaceful
and stable.
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